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New Contradictions in Sino-US Trade in 2007

Product Safety and Protectionism

Simon Shen Xu-hui
Lee Chun-wing

Abstract

The major objective of this paper is to investigate the impact of the
2007 Chinese product recalls on Sino-US relations, particularly the
economic and trade relationships between the two countries. We
describe the issue networks concerning the issue of product safety
by reviewing how the US federal government, important US political
figures, and different interest groups reacted to the product recalls. The
US government and the business sector, which had been advocating
closer economic ties with China, wanted to tackle the problem by
cooperating with China and strengthening the product safety control
system of the US. Consumer organizations, which are very concerned
about product safety issues, also did not target China but rather the
US safety control system. However, the product recalls have also
offered new arguments for those who have reservations about Sino-
US trade. For example, conservative members of Congress and
labour organizations took this opportunity to push for a change in
trade policy towards China. While the product recalls did not have a
major impact on Sino-US trade relations, if China fails to guarantee
the quality of its exports to the US, the US government will face more
pressure to tighten its trade policy towards China, and the image of
China will suffer in the US.
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