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The Dissolution of the “1972 Framework” and
Beijing's Coping Strategy

Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

This paper examines Beijing’s policy towards Taiwan in recent
years. It argues that Beijing has been consistent in its insistence on
reclaiming Taiwan, which is grounded upon considerations of
nationalism, political stability and national security. However,
driven by higher strategic consideration, Beijing and Washington
compromised on a transitional peace framework in the 1970s — the
#1972 framework” - for managing the politically unsettled
Taiwan issue. The framework was constructed on the “one China”
and the peace principles shared by China, the US and Taiwan. Yet,
the framework later began to face mounting pressure for change as
a result of a series of developments in cross-strait relations and
international politics. Among these developments, the most
challenging one came from Taiwan’s rapid democratization after
the mid-1980s, which unleashed a strong desire among the
Taiwanese to seek Taiwan's political autonomy/independence vis-
#-vis the PRC in the international community. Beijing perceived
such endeavour to be a departure from the “one China” principle
and, therefore, responded to it with “military threats” thereby
igniting some kind of war-game gambling across the strait
involving also the US, which had a commitment to Taiwan’s
security. The peace principle of the “1972 framework” was also
threatened and the entire framework was thus pushed towards
total dissolution. To cope with the crisis, Beijing and Taipei should
compromise and negotiate a new framework to settle their conflict.



