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Barcelona is one of the pioneering cities in achieving social equity in urban planning. To learn from this
city’s pathways of advancing gender equity and social justice, an academic trip was undertaken to
Barcelona in 2023. In this seminar, we will present our findings from the trip. In particular, we will
report on the strategies to achieve equality that are being implemented by the Barcelona City Council.
We will first introduce Barcelona’s gender and time policies, and then the city’s Plan for Gender
Justice. We will also cover Barcelona’s urban policy of creating “close-knit and sustainable
neighbourhoods”, which encompasses four aspects: exploratory walks, industrial parks with a gender
perspective, gender impact assessments on urban planning, and municipal facilities with a gender
perspective. This will be supplemented with some snapshots of gender-conscious urban design from
other parts of the world, such as Singapore, Japan, and California. The seminar will end with a
discussion on potential changes in Hong Kong’s urban planning practices and gender policies.
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